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■ ■ A new version of Lloyd’s Standard Form of
Salvage Agreement, Lloyd’s Open Form (LOF)
2000 was published on September 1st. The
most important change from previous
versions is that the contract has been
slimmed down to a one-
page document printed on
both sides, compared to the
previous six closely typed pa-
ges. This has been achieved by remo-
ving the less important provisions of the
contract and incorporating  them into a new ap-
pendix called Lloyd’s Standard Salvage and Ar-
bitration clauses (LSSA clauses) as well as an
amended version of Lloyd’s Procedural Rules.

The front page of the LOF 2000 consists of
nine boxes that need to be completed by the
contracting parties.

Box 7 constitutes the main change to the
contract as it stipulates whether it has been
agreed to incorporate the SCOPIC clause into
the contract or not.

We think that the new format of the LOF
2000 is a vast improvement as it is easily read
and appreciated by shipowners or masters even

while under stress due to a casualty si-
tuation.

A revised version of the SCOPIC
clause called SCOPIC 2000 was also
introduced on September 1st.

The main changes incorporated in
SCOPIC 2000 are:

1. That salvors are entitled to re-
ceive a standby rate for salva-

ge equipment mobilised
but not used. The stand-

by rate should
be 50 per cent
of the full tariff
rate (on top of

which the 25 per cent
bonus will be added).

2. Salvors will also be allowed to claim stand-
by compensation for portable salvage equip-
ment stationary on board the salvage tugs, pro-
vided that it is deemed to have been reasonable
to mobilise any such equipment had it not been
on board the tug.

We have no objection to the first of these
changes as we think it is fair that the salvors
should receive a compensation for mobilising
salvage equipment that has been agreed upon.

Regarding the portable salvage equipment on
board the salvage tugs, we feel that the previous
rule, namely that any such equipment should
only be paid for when brought out and used,

was the better practice.
With the new rule the Shipowners Casualty

Representative (SCR) will have to engage him-
self in taking inventory on board the salvage tugs
after each salvage operation and endless discus-
sions and disputes might arise over which items
of portable equipment would have been reaso-
nable to mobilise had it not been on the tug.
This clearly deviates from the main idea of SCO-
PIC namely to simplify things.

We believe that the salvors have, in this re-
spect, ’shot themselves in the foot’, as when the
old rule applied it was an advantage to contract a
professional salvage tug rather than a non-equip-
ped tug as the salvage tug most probably would
have portable equipment readily available which
would be paid for when used. With the new rule,
the professional salvage tug could be less attrac-
tive in simple straightforward refloating opera-
tions that most likely does not require any porta-
ble equipment.

For further information regarding the LOF
2000 and SCOPIC 2000 we refer to our Circular
No. P.2392/2000 issued in September which can
be found on our website in the Corporate Infor-
mation section (www.swedishclub.com).

We are at present deeply engaged in arranging
a complex wreck removal operation of the
18.501 dwt general cargo ship GLOBAL MARI-
NER that sank in the Orinoco River as a result
of a collision with another vessel when she was
proceeding down river after loading a full cargo
of steel products. The vessel sank within ten
minutes after the collision and came to rest
abeam to the current in the middle of the navi-
gation channel.

We will revert in this column with more detai-
led reports as the operation proceeds.               ■The GLOBAL MARINER sank in the Orinoco River.
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