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MALTA                        28 AUG 2020
   
 

Coronavirus, COVID-19 

 

The following information was received from our correspondent on 28 August: 
 

 
QUOTE 
 We have now been updated through a Transport Malta Port Operations statement with regard crew 
changes and can advise the following. 
 
Requests for crew changes are possible and will be subject to the below protocol (which in turn 
depends on the country of origin and hence would fall under Case 1 or 2) – such requests should be 
submitted to the local Malta Port Operations and Port Medic for their approval. 
 
The travel of persons employed as crew on board sea going ships for repatriation and change of 
crew is considered as necessary and essential and an exemption, in terms of LN 244 of 2020, as 
amended, may be granted for crew members to join ships at Maltese Ports and Anchorages.  
 
CASE 1 
Crew changes for persons originating from countries listed in LN 244 of 2020, as amended* are 
subject to the requirements as applicable to other travellers arriving in Malta i.e. completion of the 
following forms:  
a. Standard Operating Procedure for Public Health Travel Declaration Forms.  
b. Standard Operating Procedure for Passenger Locator Forms.  
 
CASE 2 
Crew changes from other countries are permitted subject to compliance with following:  
a. Submission of forms as applicable in CASE 1 a and b.  
b. Seafarers (crew) intending to join a ship in Malta be tested for the presence of the COVID-19 virus 
in an accredited laboratory 48-72 hours prior to their travelling to Malta.  
c. Negative results and clean bill of health to be forwarded to the, Port Health Medic on 
portmedic@gov.mt and copied to quarantine.covid@gov.mt for approval and following which travel 
to Malta will be permitted. Results not in the English language are to be accompanied by a 
translation and certified by the Embassy.  
d. Clearance by the Port Health medic is to be attached to the Public Health Travel Declaration Form 
and presented to the check in desk on departure.  
e. Masks/Visors are to be worn by the passenger during the flight and at the Malta International 
Airport.  
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f. Upon arrival, crew members to be picked up by company representative to proceed to transfer to 
location of quarantine from the airport (not on ship) and address provided to 
quarantine.covid@gov.mt  
g. PPEs and other precautionary measures as required by Health Authorities to be complied with 
throughout the whole passage.  
h. All incoming crew need to be admitted directly into quarantine for 14 full days in isolation and 
tested again within 48 hours of arrival/landing in Malta. Appointments at the public testing centres 
can be made by contacting 111 or +356 2132 4086 (when calling from a non-Maltese line), giving 
one’s personal details. Details of the appointment and test results must be forwarded to 
quarantine.covid@gov.mt. All persons who would have arrived in Malta and whose result of testing 
on arrival did not detect SARS-CoV2, will be required to get re-tested. Such testing needs to be done 
between 12-13 days from arrival. Such testing may be done in any public or private testing centre. 
An appointment at the public testing centres can be arranged by contacting 111 or +356 2132 4086 
(when calling from a non-Maltese line).  
i. Since all persons arriving in Malta are required to observe 14 days of quarantine, they are only 
allowed to leave the place where they are observing such quarantine to attend for a swabbing 
appointment or if they require urgent medical care. Details of swabbing appointments or of the 
requirement to attend for urgent medical care must be forwarded to quarantine.covid19@gov.mt. 
j. All persons still need to observe the full 14-day period of quarantine, regardless of any swab result 
that does not detect SARS-CoV2. 
*  
(a)  Austria;(b)  Cyprus;(c)  Czech Republic; (d) Denmark; (e) Estonia; (f) Finland; (g) Hungary; 
(h)  Iceland;(i)   Ireland;(j)   Germany; (k)  Latvia; (l Lithuania;(m)  Luxembourg;(n)  Norway; (o) Italy, 
(p)  France, (q) Slovakia;(r)  Switzerland;(s)  Greece; (t) Croatia;(u)  Spain (excluding Madrid, Girona 
and Barcelona); (v) Poland (w) United Kingdom; (x) Belgium; (y) Netherlands; (z) Canada; (aa) 
Australia; (bb) New Zealand; (cc) South Korea; (dd) Andorra; (ee) Monaco; (ff) San Marino; (gg) 
China; (hh) Vatican City; (ii) Rwanda; (jj) Uruguay; (kk) Slovenia; (ll) Japan; (mm) Morocco; (nn) 
Thailand; (oo) Tunisia; (pp) Portugal; (qq) Lebanon; (rr) Indonesia; (ss) United Arab Emirates; (tt) 
Turkey; (uu) Jordan; (vv) Liechtenstein.   
 
Although the countries listed above are correct at the time of publishing, same are subject to change 
on a weekly basis due to the dynamic nature of this pandemic. 
  
We stand ready to support you with all matters concerning Maltese Ports and Anchorages and as 
such if your members have crew changes planned at Malta we would be pleased to assist if required. 
UNQUOTE 
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