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A container vessel had departed from Lagos and 
the next port of call was in Malaysia.  

Before departure, the crew performed a 
stowaway search as per the SSP. No stowaways 
were found. 

The vessel departed and after disembarkation 
another search was carried out. Still no 
stowaways were found. 

Knocking sounds 

The following day the Bosun heard knocking 
sounds coming from the hull in the steering gear 
room. He informed the Master straight away. 
The crew started to investigate the sounds and 
could hear knocking coming from what they 
believed was the rudder trunk.  

There was no access to the rudder trunk as it is 
space taken up by the rudder stock. The rudder 
trunk is only accessible from the outside of the 
vessel. This was a so-called unbalanced rudder, 
which means that the rudder stock is attached 
aft of the rudder hinges. The hinges are at the 

forward end of the rudder. The vessel was in 
open sea and the Master brought the vessel to a 
stop. The crew lowered a camera on the stern to 
see if they could see anything by the rudder. 
When they recovered the camera and watched 
what they had filmed they could see three 
people sitting on the rudder. 

Vessel had to divert 

The crew lowered the rescue boat and picked up 
the three men. The stowaways had used a small 
rowing boat to reach the vessel and had than 
managed to climb up the rudder and then into 
the rudder trunk. So that the stowaways could 
disembark, the vessel had to divert to Cape 
Town. 

There is never access to the rudder trunk from 
the inside of the vessel as it is just an open void 
considered part of the hull.   

14.1  Stowaways in the steering 
         gear trunk
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What can we learn?
It is extremely unlikely that a personl

would be able to sit on the rudder and
not be washed out of the rudder trunk
during a sea passage. If people in the
rudder trunk are not found before
departure or shortly after departure, they
will most likely be lost at sea.

To prevent stowaways achieving access,l

please consider the following if the
vessel is in a port with a high risk of
stowaways,

(i) Inspect the rudder and if possible
the rudder trunk with the rescue
boat before departure if the rudder
is above the waterline.

(ii) Install protective grating or steel
bars onto the steering gear trunk to
prevent access from the rudder.14.1
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Term Meaning 

AB ..........................................Able seaman 

AIS..........................................Automatic identification system 

ARPA ......................................Automatic radar plotting aid 

COLREGS ..............................International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 

COSWP ..................................Code of Safe Working Practices for Merchant Seafarers 

CPA ........................................Closest point of approach 

CSM........................................Cargo securing manual 

ECDIS ....................................Electronic chart display information system 

ETA ........................................Estimated time of arrival 

GM..........................................Metacentric height 

GPS ........................................Global positioning system 

IHO ........................................International Hydrographic Organization 

IMDG Code ............................International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code 

IMO ........................................International Maritime Organization 

IMSBC Code ..........................International Maritime Solid Bulk Cargoes Code 

ISM ........................................International Safety Management Code 

JRCC ......................................Joint rescue coordination centre 

MOU ......................................Memorandum of understanding 

NM..........................................Nautical miles 

OOW ......................................Officer on watch 

PA ..........................................Public address system 

PMS........................................Planned maintenance system 

SMS........................................Safety management system 

SSAS ......................................Ship security alert system 

SSP ........................................Ship security plan 

STS ........................................Ship-to-ship (transfer) 

TML........................................Transportable moisture limit 

UHF ........................................Ultra high frequency (radio) 

VDR ........................................Voyage data recorder 

VHF ........................................Very high frequency (radio) 

VTS ........................................Vessel traffic serice 

Glossary of common industry abbreviations
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